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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended, (MCL 15.264), and 
State of Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-154, to hold City Council 
meetings electronically: 

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Wednesday, 
September 9th, 2020, opening at 7:31 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi  
     Absent:  Zubrzycki 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Cassar, to approve the City Council Agenda for September 9th, 
2020, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. August 12th, 2020 Regular Meeting and August 27th, 2020 Study Session minutes 
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12145, DD3955-3987, EFT1469-1477,; and A/P 

check #’s 51035-51083, EFT 2237-2251; ACH 2252-2255; TOTALING: $229,015.91. 
C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police Reports for August 2020.  

  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
Chief Bassett reported they completed an update to the Police squad room and locker room for 
central air. They were able to do this through grant funding.  They are awaiting the reimbursement on 
that.  He  is also working on a grant request for updating all City Hall facilities, DPW, Community 
Center and park restrooms with touchless faucets, toilets, and soap dispensers.  If it goes through it 
will take about two months to update everything.  A-006-20 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
Runk reported Adult Field Day is this Sunday.  They have 12 teams competing.  They will make sure 
everyone follows safety protocols.  There will be a food truck there, Ned’s Burgers, for after the 
event.  Everyone is welcome whether you participated in the field day or not.  The haunted trail will 
be October 17th.  They will be enhancing it a little more and make sure everyone stays safe.   
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
 
He asked them to raise their hand using the icon at the bottom of the screen or *9 on the phone.  
There were ten guests.  There were no comments. 
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
        
Martin keeps hoping we can get back to in-person meetings, but from the sounds of it, that may be a 
while.  In the meantime, we will make the best of the situation and continue to get things done.  
 
City Hall keeps getting busier.  We are still working with the Auditors as they review the books and 
activity for 2019/2020.  Permit applications and inspections are going strong. We had some serious 
issues with cameras and networking that we are working on now.  We are still working with Parks 
and Rec on a scheduling app for tennis, volleyball, and pickleball.  He emphasized that a need for a 
scheduling app to use those amenities is a great problem to have.  It is wonderful to see them used to 
so much.  Dennise, Natalie, and Robin continue to be very busy dealing with the ever-changing 
election issues.  Absentee ballots, mail, new and changing requirements and regulations, managing 
election workers, following the rules for COVID-19 and dealing with, and sometimes disagreeing 
with the State on some issues.   Martin noted that the term “mail-in voting” is misleading to many.  
We have had mail-in voting for years.  It’s called absentee voting.  We have that system down and 
are not worried about issues like people being able to register that shouldn’t, people voting that are 
not registered, or things like that.  He asked the Mayor to allow the Clerk to add anything she may 
have on the election.  Dryden shared she has set up some frequently asked Election questions on the 
home page of the city website.  There are around 12 questions, you can click on a question, and the 
answer will pop up.  She expounded on the vote by mail. When an application for an absentee ballot 
is received, we verify the signature with the Michigan Qualified Voter File.  If you  are registering to 
vote, we must see your picture ID to verify you are a real person.  We have around 700 absentee 
ballot requests.  Ballots will go out around September 28th.  Lorenz asked if you have to come into 
City Hall to get an absentee ballot, or can you just call or email the request?  Dryden stated a 
signature is needed, so you can come into City Hall, mail, or email your application.  There is an 
application for an absentee ballot on our website.  Salemi asked when is the deadline for an absentee 
ballots.  Dryden responded, the Saturday before the Election, City Hall will be open from 7 am – 3 
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pm.  An emergency absentee ballot can be given on Monday or Election day, but it must be voted 
right away at City Hall.   
 
The work on the side entrance to City Hall is complete.  They even made scrollwork over the door to 
match the front of the building.  It looks very nice.  The exterior was painted, and gutters were 
installed. We will be replacing a surveillance system, updating cameras, and installing a few more in 
the DPW/PD offices, City Hall, and the Community Center.     
       B4-004-20 
Martin provided an update on Telegraph.  It is a bigger project than he anticipated.  They are on their 
third dumpster and may more.  It will look great when it is done.  He reminded everybody that he 
gave a detailed explanation of the project at the last Council meeting.  The property has been 
surveyed, and he is looking at a fence and landscape plan.  He is also in a conversation with MDOT 
for installing a berm. MDOT is planning a resurfacing project next spring, making this a possibility.  
It is a pretty good size piece of property.   
 
Meet the Candidates Night will be recorded on September 15th via zoom by the League of Women 
Voters.  We will provide a link as soon as it is ready.  The amount of time given to each candidate is 
short. 
 
Planning Commission is currently discussing the new Master Plan for the City.  The Master Plan was 
a big discussion topic over the past year around the Whitfield School property.  He reminded 
everybody how important it is to participate, share your thoughts and ideas, hear what others think, 
and work with our Planners, Planning Commission, and City Council in creating a Master Plan that 
will guide us for the next 20 plus years.  Based on the conversation and input over the past several 
months, we were hoping to see 50 or 75 participants for each meeting.   So far, there hasn’t been very 
much participation.  But there is still time.  Make sure you watch for upcoming meetings so you can 
join in on the conversation.   
       A-009-20 
Martin mentioned some positive things happening in the community.  He thanked Midge Davidson 
for organizing the Blood Drive.  It was a great success. Kelli Krause engaged the community with 
food trucks and Gavin Marshall for a few slow glow rolls. We appreciate the excitement and 
willingness to not only come up with ideas but put forth the effort to see them through.  With all the 
positive community activities, it has raised some questions about processes, what constitutes a city 
event or private event, what is the difference, and who can use what facilities with their event, etc. 
Most people have no idea the conversations even exist, they just participate, enjoy themselves, or 
don’t participate.  Martin said over the next few months he will work on a policy to discuss public 
and private events, what that means, and how we go forward with it.   
       E-002-20 
Martin lastly mentioned the very important millage proposal on the ballot for Sylvan Lake.  Our 
water/sewer-street/drainage bond will be paid off in 2022.  Current millage to pay that bond is 5.047 
mills.  City Council approved placing a question on the November ballot for an infrastructure 
millage.  Due to legal reasons on how we seek voter approval on millages, the millage being asked is 
3 mills, not the 5 mills that they had hoped.  A question to seek the additional 2 mills will likely be on 
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the 2021 or 2022 ballot.  These millages would replace the current bond and not levied until 2023 
when the current bond is paid off.  If approved, this would be for infrastructure and maintenance only 
(Street paving improvements, water main, hydrants, valves, meter replacement as needed, sewer 
manhole, sewer main, lift station controls as needed, storm water ditching, culverts, storm drains and 
lift station improvements.  Why would we do a millage instead of bond issue?  A bond issue is like a 
loan for a specific project, and the funds must be spent within three years.  With street paving, all the 
streets don’t need to be repaved at the same time.  The same holds true for water, sewer, and drainage 
improvements.  It is likely that not all of the revenue will be spent every year.  As anexample, we 
may spend very little for 1 or 2 years and then complete a larger project the following year.  The 
estimate for these infrastructure improvements is $475,808 annually.  This year City Council is 
asking for 3 mills which will bring in $315,000 annually.  City Council does not have to spread the 
entire millage each year.  The $475,808 was arrived at by calculating the total cost for some projects 
like paving and ditching, dividing that over the life of the improvement, 15 years for example for 
streets.  For things such as water, sewer and storm systems, including lift stations, the cost is arrived 
at from our depreciation schedule and our capital improvement plans.  It is a very important question 
on the ballot.  He hopes residents will seek information on it and ask questions.   
 
Salemi asked how many meetings have they had regarding the Master Plan.  Martin believes it is 
around four so far.  Salemi asked if there isn’t a meeting notice for it.  Martin stated it is our standard 
monthly meeting and on the calendar.  He will work on getting the word out more.   
  
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Salemi hopes this will be the last zoom meeting they will have to have, and he hopes everyone had a 
good holiday. 
       C4-005-20 
Clarke is excited for adult field day and echoed the comment that there has been a lot of cool 
community events this year.   The participation is awesome.  He wanted to clear up some 
misunderstanding with the rezoning of Whitfield property to C-2.  He explained two uses-special use, 
and uses permitted by right.  The PUD is special use, which they approved an amendment to that a 
couple months ago.  They voted C-2 because of recommendations from Planning Commission, 
Planners and City Manager and legal counsel.  The discussion that this decision was made because of 
legal threats is inaccurate.  He would approve it right away after Planning Commission’s 
recommendation, but they kept it off the agenda in hopes that they could have a public meeting.   We 
were advised we needed to make a decision.  It was not fair or legal to leave the developer to wait an 
unreasonably long time without an answer.  We discussed and delayed for five months and they 
decided it was time to formalize a decision.  All five council members were in favor of rezoning.  We 
needed to allow some kind of permitted uses and the developer conceded to all offensive uses, and no 
access to Benvenue, and keep future development from creating traffic in the neighborhood.  Because 
of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act this a durable decision which will last through ownership 
transfer.  This protects the City in the long run.  Council put a lot of time and effort into this decision 
and it was not made lightly.  We want some type of development to transform that property.  In his 
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conversations with residents the vast majority see the value in a Whitfield development.  However, 
many opposed apartments.  We should all view vacant property is seen as blight and have a desire to 
see it developed.  We as Council have listened and accommodated every reasonable possible request.   
 
Cassar noted the key thing to which Clarke spoke on is “what is reasonable.”  He expounded on 
people thinking it should be zoned C-1.  C-1 is for small commercial properties.  This is 10 acres and 
it would have been unreasonable to not entertain C-2.  You can’t put a property to market without 
firm zoning in place.  A client is not going to waste their time.  He hopes residents will rethink why 
this decision was made.   
 
Lorenz said the most important question on the ballot this November is for the City.  Making sure it 
is a great city now and in the future.  He thanked the residents that have always supported, and voted 
millages to maintain our police department and maintain our City.  This infrastructure millage allows 
us to maintain as needed and as necessary and gives Council the ability to spend money wisely when 
it needs to be spent.  He asked everyone to vote yes for the infrastructure millage.  He thanked Clarke 
and Cassar for their comments on the Gateway property. He fully agrees with what they said.  He 
hopes Gateway Ventures reaches out to the residents and holds meetings to learn what the City will 
support in this area so it can be developed in the highest method. He believes community input from 
all sides is very important.  He shared what he found interesting with the study done, that Sylvan 
Lake is in a high demographic area.  There is no reason Orchard Lake Road should be devoid of 
businesses.  The study also showed a shortage of luxury apartments in the area.  If they could have 
high-end condominiums or high-end apartments that added value to Orchard Lake Road and value to 
the City this would be great.  It is for the developer to help us understand what is best for this 
property.  The Telegraph property has been off and on in discussion since he has been on city 
council.  They have discussed selling, what can be done with it.  Selling city property is difficult.  It 
requires 3/5 vote of the City to get permission to put for sale. He would like it on the study session 
agenda to discuss their options again.  It could be an asset to the City if it were in private hands and 
could be developed.  He is still working on using the Community center as a study hall for students to 
use during COVID.  There has been good interest in it.  There has been discussion to try on a 
Wednesday.  A newsbyte will go out announcing something soon.  He apologized for not being able 
to participate in adult field day as he will be out of town.  He is being required to take his first plane 
trip since COVID.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        

A.  Resolution Establishing Fund Balance-Committed Funds F-007-20 R2-007-20 
 

Martin reviewed, we are recommending City Council commit funding to seawalls, DPW 
vehicles, Community Center maintenance and City Hall.  Everything was put off with COVID, 
and other things we are saving for the future.   
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded, Cassar, to approve the resolution establishing Committed funds 
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for the fiscal year ending June 30th, 2020, as presented. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke Lorenz, Salemi, Cassar 
 No:    None 
  
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
B.  2020-2021 Winter Maintenance Agreement with the RCOC CA-004-20 

      
Martin provided this is an annual agreement with the Road Commission.  They will pay us to provide 
winter maintenance on the section of Pontiac Drive from our Corporate limits to Orchard Lake Road.  
The payment increased 2 ½% over last year.   
 
 
   Moved by Cassar, seconded Salemi, to approve the Winter Maintenance Agreement with the 
Road Commission for Oakland County for the 2020/21 winter season. 
 
 Yes:  Lorenz, Salemi, Cassar, Clarke 
 No:   None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
   c.  Appointments to ZBA  A2-006-20 
 
Mayor Lorenz explained there three terms on the Zoning Board of Appeals that are set to expire at 
the end of the month.  All three have been active and he feels have done a good job and also 
expressed an interest to continue.  Lorenz stated David Frankel expressed an interest to be a regular 
member.  Mayor Lorenz appointed Patty Harrop and Pamela Todoroff as regular members and David 
Frankel as an alternate for a three-year term on the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Mayor Lorenz thanked 
the Zoning Board of Appeals for their efforts on the board.  It is not an easy job.   
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to confirm Mayor Lorenz’ appointment of Patty Harrop 
and Pamela Todoroff as regular members and David Frankel as an alternate for a three-year term on 
the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:    None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
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a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 
 

 Lorenz feels they should have discussion on these item again.  Cassar would like know security 
issues so they can have ideas for future discussion.  Martin will put something together for the 
study session. 

 
 Salemi stated at the study session last month they went into close session and he would like an 

update on that discussion. 
 
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Clarke seconded Cassar, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


